
Vessel-Check Guide for New Vessel Managers

Click picture 
for portal

Click picture for HELP (Knowledge Base)

The Vessel-Check portal is an online tool for managing a vessel’s biofouling information, it is based on IMO Guidelines.
Once a vessel’s profile is complete, Users need only update the BIOFOULING RECORD BOOK with performed management 
actions to ensure their vessel has reduced the risk of transferring an Invasive Marine Species to as low as reasonably 
practicable.  The information is secure and private.  The portal can output a Risk Assessment Report as well as an 
Information Report for sending to relevant parties.
Subscribed authorities (government biosecurity agencies, resource managers) have access to Vessel-Check and can ONLY 
review vessel information for their inbound ports via port nominations. Importantly….

• We recommend that you complete 1 Vessel profile to understand the workflows,
• Each defined Niche, needs a management action AND a record book entry,
• The portal is very easy to edit, change, upload documents, delete entry’s and delete documents.

Introduction

Sep. 2021

You will need

• A Vessel-Check account (FREE) – here is how
• A vessel (without a Vessel-Check profile) registered to your account – here is how
• Knowledge of the vessel’s niches, management actions & records
• Vessel documentation – BMP, AFC certificate, evidence to support the record book

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/
http://doc.vessel-check.com/authentication/
http://doc.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/vesselmgmt/fleet/registervessel/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/
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Step 2 – OPERATING PROFILE

Current calendar year

Average values

Click picture 
for portal
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Step 1 – VESSEL PARTICULARS

Vessel Particular HELP

Operating Profile HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/vesselinfo/vesselpart/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/vesselinfo/opprofile/


Layup’s are 
characterised by 

reduced crew & possible 
machinery shutdown, 

typically 10 days or more

Step 3 –Add Layup Periods

Example, 2 Layup Periods

Completed Operating Profile with 2 Layup Periods

Click here for 
Layup definition
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Click picture 
for portal
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ONLY after 
cleaning event

https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/vesselmgmt/fleet/opprofile/
https://www.deutsche-flagge.de/en/crew/ships-manning/laid-up-ships/laid-up-ships#:%7E:text=The%20term%20laid%2Dup%20ships,the%20sale%20of%20the%20ship.
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/vesselinfo/opprofile/#add-layup-period
https://www.deutsche-flagge.de/en/crew/ships-manning/laid-up-ships/laid-up-ships#:%7E:text=The%20term%20laid%2Dup%20ships,the%20sale%20of%20the%20ship.
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Text box for note

BMP Documentation complete with
• correct implementation date, and
• BMP Document

Green confirmation

Implementation Date

Step 4 – Biofouling Management Plan

Message bottom right 

NOTE: Red Status, indicating
NO BMP Document

Message bottom right 

Click picture 
for portal
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https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/vesselmgmt/fleet/opprofile/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#add-biofouling-management-plan


Step 5 – Internal Sea Water System

Default is Yes
If Yes, MUST have a Seawater intake NICHE

AND a Record Book entry

add ALL NICHE’s first
8 NICHE’S this profile, 6 external, 2 internal

Draw a box to show NICHE 
location & Add Niche

Message bottom right 
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Step 6 – Planned Niche Management
Rudder

Steering and propulsion

Click picture 
for portal
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Add Niche HELPAdd Niches

https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/vesselmgmt/fleet/biofoulmgmt/#add-niche
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#add-niche
https://www.deutsche-flagge.de/en/crew/ships-manning/laid-up-ships/laid-up-ships#:%7E:text=The%20term%20laid%2Dup%20ships,the%20sale%20of%20the%20ship.


Continue adding NICHES

Message bottom right 
after each NICHE added 

Seawater intakes… / Internal 
pipework and internal…. NICHE

Propeller NICHE Sea chests NICHE Hull NICHE

Finished 
adding NICHES
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Step 6 Cont’d – Planned Niche Management

Bow/Stern thrusters-
Tunnel NICHE

Seawater intakes… / 
Sea strainer(s) NICHE CP anodes NICHE

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Add Niche HELP

Add Niches

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#add-niche
https://www.deutsche-flagge.de/en/crew/ships-manning/laid-up-ships/laid-up-ships#:%7E:text=The%20term%20laid%2Dup%20ships,the%20sale%20of%20the%20ship.


Message bottom right 

Optional
add notes
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Step 7 – Add Planned Management, Dry-dock Cleaning

Arrow 
opens 

Niche to 
see Type

Edit or 
Delete

Dry-dock
Cleaning

Green Status = OK
Red Status = Not OK

(NO Management Action)

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Add Management Action HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#actions


Optional
add notes

Message bottom right 

Completed 
Dry-dock cleaning at 60-month 

interval for ALL NICHES

Expand all with 
this arrow

Repeat for ALL NICHES
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Step 7 Cont’d – Dry-dock Cleaning for ALL Niches

Green Status = OK

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Add Management Action HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#actions


Message bottom right 

Optional
add notes

Monthly Interval 
(1 or larger)

Internal Niche Example (MGPS system check every 2 months)

Vessel-Check Guide for New Vessel Managers
Step 8 – Other Regular Planned Niche Management

Complete, MGPS system check every 2 months, 2 internal niches

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Add Management Action HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/biofoulmgmt/#actions


Expand 
all with 

this arrow
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MANAGEMENT PLANNING CompleteClick picture 

for portal
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https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/


Message bottom right 

Application Date!!!

Status RED
ADD Evidence

Life (default is 5 Years)

Select relevant 
NICHES
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Step 9 – ANTIFOULING SYSTEMClick picture 

for portal

Sep. 2021 Antifouling System HELP

Message bottom right 
GREEN, upload done

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/biofoulingmanagement/afcdoc/


Dry-dock Cleaning – ALL NICHES

ALL Niche’s

Message bottom right 

Status RED, ADD Evidence

Message bottom right 
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Step 10 – BIOFOULING RECORD BOOK

GREEN, upload done

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Biofouling Record Book HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/recordbook/biofoulrecord/


Select 
Niche’s

Message bottom right 

MGPS Operation – 2 Internal Niches

Status RED, ADD Evidence

Message bottom right 
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Step 10 cont’d – BIOFOULING RECORD BOOK

GREEN, upload done

At Sea or Under Way option

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Biofouling Record Book HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/recordbook/biofoulrecord/


Select 
Niche’s

Message bottom right 

In-water Inspection (pre-mobilisation)

Status RED, ADD Evidence
Message bottom right 
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Step 10 cont’d – BIOFOULING RECORD BOOK, 

CONTIGENCY RECORD – VERY USEFUL

GREEN, upload done

C = Contingency

Click picture 
for portal

Sep. 2021 Biofouling Record Book (Contingency) HELP

Use CONTINGENCY 
records for ad-hoc and 

unstructured records (not 
planned actions)

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/recordbook/biofoulrecord/#add-contingency-record
https://www.deutsche-flagge.de/en/crew/ships-manning/laid-up-ships/laid-up-ships#:%7E:text=The%20term%20laid%2Dup%20ships,the%20sale%20of%20the%20ship.


Contingency

3 vertical 
dots to edit
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BIOFOULING RECORD BOOK CompleteClick picture 

for portal

Sep. 2021

Planned

Planned

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
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Step 11 – Get a risk reportClick picture 

for portal

Sep. 2021 View and download risks HELP

Risk reports are generated (and automatically recalculated daily) for Active [port] Nominations for the ports monitored by 
Vessel-Check (~120 ports globally).  The Overview menu shows Active Nominations

Active [port] Nominations are created in 2 ways;
1. Automatically via a vessels onboard Type 1 AIS System when the 5-letter UN/LOCODE port code is input as a 

destination port (in this case, the nomination will automatically appear in Active Nominations)
2. Manually using the Vessel-Check manual nomination function – see help docs here

Active [port] Nominations are future dated or today's date and remain active for 2 days after the port entry date – they are 
then closed and removed from Active Nominations. If your vessel has an Active Nomination, you can see and download a 
Vessel-Check Biofouling Risk Report for that nomination.  You can also edit the vessels profile with updated information and 
a new/updated risk report will be available the following day.

The science behind the risk metrics HELP
FAQs to understand high risk scores HELP

https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://www.vessel-check.com/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/vesselinfo/nominationhis/#view-risks
https://docs.vessel-check.com/vesselowner/fleet/vesselinfo/nominationhis/#add-nomination
https://docs.vessel-check.com/riskmetric/
https://docs.vessel-check.com/faqs/#vessel-managers-operators

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

